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THE CORPUS 
The Corpora of Early English Correspondence 
(CEEC) are diachronic corpora of 
personal letters designed for historical 
sociolinguistics, compiled at the University 
of Helsinki (see CoRD entry). The CEEC are 
three separate corpora which together span the 
years c. 1400–1800 and contain over 5 million 
words (Nevala & Nurmi forthcoming). This 
poster introduces the Late Modern English 
part: CEEC Extension (CEECE). 
CEECE covers the long eighteenth 
century, starting from 1680 (where the 
original CEEC cuts off) and ending in 1800 
(see Laitinen 2002): see Table 1 and Fig. 1. 

 
Table 1. CEECE in numbers by gender. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. CEECE words over time. 
 

SOCIAL RANKS 
CEECE is a self-contained corpus that aims at 
socio-regional representativeness. All 
(literate) social ranks are represented, and 
effort has been made to include as many letters 
by women as possible. The CEECE division 
into social ranks (Table 2) is inherited from 
CEEC. While not optimal for 18th-century 
England, it allows comparison with CEEC data. 
 
Table 2. Social ranks of informants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18th-century England saw rapid growth in 
literacy. However, as CEECE is compiled 
from printed (original-spelling) editions, it 
reflects “the edited truth”: professionals are 
well represented, but there are sorely few 
editions of Late Modern English letters by 
writers from lower social ranks (Table 2). 
 

REGIONS 
The scarcity of East Anglian informants in 
CEECE is another reflection of our sources. Yet 
changes in English society are visible in the 
geographical coverage of CEECE: London 
tripled in size 1650–1800, and the 
proportion of the population living in London 
doubled from 6% to 12%. Increased 
regional mobility makes it hard to pinpoint 
where some informants come from. 
 
Table 3. Regional distribution of informants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Map of regions covered by CEECE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEEC VS. CEECE 
In terms of socio-regional representativeness, 
CEECE is not quite as well-balanced as CEEC. 
But CEECE is ‘thicker’ than the original CEEC: 
it contains over twice as much material 
measured over time or per informant. CEECE 
also contains proportionately more letters 
from women and from the middle and lower 
social ranks than CEEC (Tables 1, 4). 
 
Table 4. Comparison of informants in CEEC 
and CEECE: social ranks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT STATE 
Since the publication of PCEEC in 2006 (see 
CoRD), publishers have become increasingly 
reluctant to grant permissions, or demand 
inordinate fees while insisting on unrealistic 
restrictions on the use of texts. It is unlikely 
that CEECE can be made publicly available; at 
present access is only possible on-site. 
Studies using CEEC continue to come out at a 
steady pace (see bibliography in CoRD entry). 
These four posters are the first presentations 
of new work done on the CEECE that we hope 
to publish in book format in 2014. 
 

COMPILERS 
The CEEC corpora were compiled at the 
Research Unit for Variation, Contacts and 
Change in English (VARIENG), Department of 
Modern Languages, University of Helsinki. 
The compilers of CEECE are Terttu Nevalainen 
(leader), Helena Raumolin-Brunberg, Samuli 
Kaislaniemi, Mikko Laitinen, Minna Nevala, 
Arja Nurmi, Minna Palander-Collin, Tanja 
Säily and Anni Sairio. 
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LINGUISTIC CHANGE in its social contexts 
in eighteenth-century English (1/4): 

  Men  Women Total 
Informants 214 94 31% 308 

Letters 3,681 1,242 25% 4,923 

Words 1.62m 0.6m 27% 2.22m 
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  Men Women Total 
Royalty 10 (5%) 6 (6%) 16 (5%) 
Nobility 18 (8%) 27 (29%) 45 (15%) 
Gentry 55 (26%) 26 (28%) 81 (26%) 
Clergy 46 (21%) 9 (10%) 55 (18%) 
Professionals 41 (19%) 12 (13%) 53 (17%) 
Merchants 16 (7%) 2 (2%) 18 (6%) 
Other non-gentry 28 (13%) 12 (13%) 40 (13%) 
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Figure 2. Proportion of data from the highest (Royalty & Nobility) and lowest (Other non-gentry) 
social ranks in the CEEC and CEECE. (*First two periods in the CEEC combined) 

  Men Women Total 
The Court 5% 4% 5% 
London 23% 27% 24% 
East Anglia 2% 0% 1% 
Home Counties 16% 24% 19% 
North England 17% 3% 13% 
Other areas 37% 41% 38% 

CEEC CEECE 
Men Women Total Men Women Total 

Upper 65% 91% 71% 60% 72% 64% 
Middle 24% 6% 19% 27% 15% 23% 
Lower 11% 3% 10% 13% 13% 13% 

WHAT? 
The Language Change Database (LCD) is 
an upcoming open-access resource that draws 
together earlier corpus-based research on 
English historical linguistics. The LCD 
will provide a fully searchable online 
environment, where all studies are annotated 
according to a number of categories (e.g. 
grammar, corpora, diachronic & regional 
coverage). Each LCD entry will also include: 
•  A summary of the results of the study 
•  Full publication details 
•  Numerical data of the study’s main results in 

tabular format (Excel files) 
 

WHY? 
The LCD will make earlier research more 
accessible to scholars and students of 
English. We also envision that the LCD will 
have many uses in future research. The 
picture below illustrates just some topics that 
can benefit from the data included in the LCD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WHO? 
The Language Change Database is developed 
at the University of Helsinki by the members 
of the project “Reassessing Language 
Change: the Challenge of Real Time”. The 
project is funded by the Academy of Finland 
and led by Professor Terttu Nevalainen.  

THE DATABASE 
•  Wiki-style, user-updated database that is 

easy to edit and allows flexible linking 
across related categories 

•  Currently over 100 entries 
•  Easy to query by combining linguistic and 

extralinguistic categories. For example, you 
can search for: 
•  Studies on adjective comparison in the 

Early Modern period 
•  Articles discussing how women of higher 

social ranks used pronouns in their 
correspondence in the 17th century 

 

STRUCTURE 
(DETAIL) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAMPLE 
PUBLICATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN QUESTIONS 
•  Which keyword categories to include? 
•  Grammar, sociolinguistics, pragmatics, 

dialectology, discourse analysis… 
•  Rough scaffolding provided in advance, 

users can add new keywords later 
•  Grammatical keywords: What to include 

at this point? Hierarchy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please fill in our questionnaire at: 
helsinki.fi/lcd 

 

FUTURE 
Interactive 
exploration 
•  Timelines 
•  Maps 
 

 

LANGUAGE CHANGE DATABASE  
A NEW ONLINE RESOURCE 
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